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Des Moines Creek 
trail is now open 

T h e first section of th e Des 
Moines Creek Trail is open 
between South 200th Street 

and the Des Moines Creek 
Wastewater F acili ty Treatmen t 
Plant. 

The newly paved 1-112 mile trail 
is open to pedestrians, bicyclists, 
skaters and any other non-motor
ized vehicles. The trai l has a grade 
of Jess than 5% and was designed t o 
maximize user access. 

Main access to the trail is at 
out h 200th Street, acr oss from 

Tyee Golf Course. Connector trai ls 
also provide access t o the main trail. 
One connector tra il is at South 
2llth Street and 13th Avenue 
South. Another connector trail , now 
being constructed, provides access 
at the end of 15th Avenue Sou th . 
This 114 mile long tr ail includes a 
foot bridge over the creek, connect
ing wit h the main trail on the other 
side. 

A roller-blader enjoys the newly paved 
trail near its entrance at S. 200th St. 

Eventually the t rail will follow 
the cr eek all the way to Des Moines 
Beach Park and Puget Sound. 
Phase Two of th e trail, between the 
Wastewater Facility and Des 
Moines Beach Park, will be complet
ed following construction of a new 
Marine View Drive bridge in 1999 
that will provide space for the creek, 
the trail, and a new outfall line from 
the tr eatment plant. 

• Rules for using Des Moines Creek 
Trail are listed on page 4. 

Redondo Riviera pet it ions for annexation 
A neighborhood known as 

Redondo Riviera may become the 
newest addition to the City of Des 
Moines. Citizens have submitted an 
annexation pet ition r epr esenting 
65.7% of the assessed valuation of 
the area. The signatures have been 
certified by King County. 

The proposed annexation area is 
02 acres with 100 single fami ly 
ouses and 300 residents . It has an 

assessed valuation of $20 million . 
The area is bounded by Sou th 272nd 

Street (north), 16th Avenue South 
(eas t ), and South 284th St reet 
(south ). 

The annexation proposal is now 
being considered by the Boundary 
Review Board of King County, which 
may conduct public hearings. If the 
BRB approves th e proposal, it will 
return to the Des Moines City 
Coun cil for final approval. The 
annexation could take effect, if it 
gains necessary approvals , as early 
as May or June 1998. 
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Outdoor neighborh ood 
meetings begin April 14 

The City is again taking its show 
on the road this spring, conducting 
outdoor neighborhood meetings in 
selected areas throughout the City. 

The first meeting is planned for 
'fuesday, April 14, beginning at 6 
p .m., at Cecil Powell Par k at South 
250th Street and 13th Place South. 
Residents will be notified by mail 
and by a flyer left on their door. The 
meetings will be held every three 
weeks beginning with the April 14 
meeting. Watch for announcements 
of future locations. 

The meetings are held to give res
idents t he opportunity to gath er 
together as a neighborhood and dis
cuss with City officials such topics as 
traffic, potholes, storm dra inage, 
police protection and other concerns. 
The City's Mobile Police Van is sta
tioned at the site, with a covered 
area and infor mation tables. 

Last year 's fi ve neighborhood 
meetings wer e gener a lly well
attended and well received. 
Residents seemed t o appreciate the 
City's effort to reach citizens who 
may not have regular contact with 
City Hall. 

· SEE INSIDE: 

• Citizen Survey ....... . .. . page 2 
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• Surface Water News ..... . page 7 
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DES MOINES DIRECTORY 

City Hall , 21630 l ith Ave. S. 
206-878-4595 

Busines Hours: Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

City Council - 206-878-4595 
Scott Thomasson, Mayor 
Terry Brazil, Mayor Pro Tern 
Dave Kaplan 
Bob Shecl<Jer 
Dan Shennan 
Gary Towe 
Don Wasson 

City Offices 
City Attorney ....... 206-878-4595 
City Clerk .......... 206-878-4595 
City Manager ....... 206-870-6541 
Comm. Development .206-878-8626 
Engineering ......... 206-870-6522 
Finance Director ..... 206-878-4595 
Marina . ........ . .. 206-824-5700 
Municipal Court ..... 206-878-4597 
Parks .............. 206-870-6556 
Police Depanment .... 206-878-3301 
Public Works ........ 206-870-6559 
Recreation .......... 206-870-6527 
Senior Services ...... 206-878- 1642 

Other Numbers 
Emergency .......... . ...... 9 11 
Fire (non-emergency) .206-878-2210 
Police (non-emergency) 206-878-330 I 
Field House ......... 206-870-6527 
Library .... . ... .... 206-824-6066 

Visit the City's web site 
The City of Des 

Moines offers infor- Jii 
mation about City __ _ 1 

government over the -:- - --_ 
Internet . The City's 
web site offers infor-
mation about elected officials, 
upcoming meetings, minutes from 
previous meetings and access to t he 
Des Moines Municipal Code, as well 
as links to other officials, agencies 
and information. 

The address is: 
http//www.ci.des-moines.wa.us 

Airport, crime, growth and traffic are 
City's greatest problems, survey says 

W at are the most serious 
roblems facing Des 

Moines? 
Not surprisingly, a recent survey 

showed that Des Moines r esidents 
rank the proposed third runway as 
the greatest problem, with crime, 
growth and development, and 
increased t raffic also prominently 
mentioned as problem ar eas. 

The phone survey of 400 random
ly selected residen ts was conducted 
last October by a consult an t hired by 
the City. Cit izens were asked what 
were the most important problems 
facing the City today, besides crime 
and t he pla nned third runway. 
Traffic r anked as the top problem 
receiving 28% of th e responses . 
Gr owth and development received 
11%. 

Some 68% of those surveyed said 
the planned third runway was either 

New library 
for Woodmont 

King County Library System is 
accelerating plan s for t he construc
tion of the new Woodmont Library, at 
26800 Pacific Highway South. The 
new 5,250 square foot library is slat 
ed to open in the year 2000. The 
architect selection process began in 
March. The branch library will pro
vide general information services, 
programs and a meeting room for 
public use. Persons who would like 
to be on a mailing list for updates on 
th e project can ca ll the Library 
Syst em at 206-684-6605. 

CITY JOB LINE 
The City of Des Moines has a Job 
Line phone number for persons 
seeking information about avail
able positions with the City. Please 
call: 

206-870-6593 

an "E xt remely Serious" (43%) or 
"Very Serious" (25%) problem facing 
Des Moines. 

On the posit ive side, 70% rated 
the overall quality of life in Des 
Moines as "Very Good" or 
"Excellent." 

Would they recommend Des 
Moines as a place to live to friends or 
relatives who live elsewhere? 80% 
answered "Yes" 

The City administra t ion also 
asked its different departments to 
conduct their own surveys of the cit
izens they come in contact with. The 
results were similar to the results of 
the contracted survey. 

The r es ults will be used by the 
City to determine areas of greatest 
importance to citizens. "People gave 
us a lot of good ideas on what we 
should work on," said Tony Piasecki, 
Assis tant City Manager. 

Employee of the Year 
Scott Muirhead, a 

member of the P ublic 
Works Department 
street cr ew, was 
named the City's 
Employee of the Year 
for 1997. Scott has 
worked for the City 
since 1994. . 

F ank 0 1 
. Scott Mwrhead 

r son, Pubhc 
Works Superintendent, says Scott is 
a positive-minded, energetic worker 
and t eam player who doesn't hesi
tate to volunteer for the tough jobs. 

Scott says he enjoys working for 
the City of Des Moines. 

"It's different every day," he said. 
"When it's summer and it's 80 
degrees out, it beat s being inside." 

Scott was selected· by his peers as 
an Employee of th e Quarter, and lat
er Employee of the Year. City 
employees are recognized for de 
strating the City's "Sails with P 
values of "Positive, Resource u , 
Integrit y, Dedication and Excel
lence." 



Pacific Hwy. S. redevelopment project 
he Pacific Highway South 
Redevelopment Project is still 
in its predesign and public 

input stage, with two citizen work
shops held in December· and 
January and an Open House sched
uled for later this spring. 

The r edevelopment project is 
planned for the mile-long section of 
highway between South 216th 
Street and Kent-Des Moines Road. 
Planned improvements include 
widening of the highway to seven 
lanes, including two HOV lanes, 
turning lanes, install ation of curbs, 
gutters and sidewalks, drainage and 
landscaping. 

At t he cit izen worksh ops, the City 
presented different ideas and 
options for the projects, including 
landscaping and lane configura tions. 
Many citizens commented they 
would like to see a more "pedestrian 
friend ly" configuration with a land
scaped buffer separating t raffic and 
sidewalks. 

The City has prepared a new pro
posal, based on citizen comments, 
that includes sidewalks on both 
sides of Pacific Highway South, each 
separated from traffic by six-foot
wide landscaped buffers. The pro
posal a lso includes a landscaped 
median in the center of the highway 
in addition to turning lanes at select
ed cross streets and signalized 
pedestrian crossings. 

Following the Open House where 
the proposals will be presented to 
the public, the design alternatives 
will be finalized. The design phase 
will last through 1998, with right-of
way acquisition t aking place in 
1999. Construction will begin in 

2000. The $10 million project is 
being funded with federal grants 
(86 .5%) and city funds. 
New zoning proposed 

The City's Community Develop
ment Department will conduct hear
ings on proposed new land use and 
zoning regulations for neighbor
hoods adjacent to and east of Pacific 
Highway South. The changes would 
allow a more urban use, with taller 
buildings and mixed residential
business use. A "vision" for the 
neighborhood first will be developed 
using input from area residents. 

Dates and times for the public 
hearings and open house on the new 
land use regulations will be 
announced at a later date. 

Albert Raines 
appointed judge 

Albert M. Raines has been 
appointed Des Moines Municipal 
Court Judge for a four-year term. 
Raines is an Administrative Law 
Judge for the st ate Office of 
Administrative Hearings in Seattle. 
Since 1996, he has served as Judge 
Pro Tern for King County District 
Court and Seattle Municipal Court. 

Raines is a member of the 
Washington State Bar Association . 
He attended Jaw schoo l at 
Southwestern University in Los 
Angeles, Calif. He attended San 
Diego State University as an under
graduate. 

Mike Slish was appointed Senior 
Judge Pro Tern. The appointments 
were confirmed by the City Council 
on Feb. 12. 

Volunteer to be a 
voice for children 
in court system 

One of the programs operating in 
the new Regional Justice Center in 
Kent is th e King County Superior 
Court Guardian ad Litem Program 
(GAL). Established in 1977, the GAL 
Program provides volunteer advo
cates for abused and neglect ed chil
dren in the dependency court syst em. 
Since its inception, the program has 
provided advocacy for children from 
over 7000 King County families. 

The King County Guardian ad 
Litem Program is current ly recruit
ing qualified individuals from South 
King County to advocat e for children 
involved with CPS and who need 
someone to be a voice for them in 
court. To be qualified you must be 21 
years of age, of good moral character, 
able to attend comprehensive t rain
ing and commit to 18 months of vol
unteer service. No particular educa
tion is required other than an inter
est in and commitment to the welfare 
and best interests of children. 

The new design includes landscaped buffers separating walkways For information or to volunteer, 
from traffic lanes on both sides of Pacific Highway South. please call 206-296-1120. 

EJ 
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Special Spring Clean Collection Event 

COLLECTION WILL BE ON YOUR REGULAR 
GARBAGE PICK-UP DAY APRIL 29th - MAY 1st 

• Bulky items will be collected April 27th or 28th 

The City of Des Moines and SeaTac Disposal are provid ing a special Spring 
Clean Collection Event. This FREE collection event is available only to single 
family residences, duplexes, triplexes, and four-plexes within the City of Des 
Moines. Appliances and other bulky items will be picked up for a small fee on 
April 27 or Apri£28. Collection of garbage, recyclables and yard waste will occur 
on your regular garbage p ick-up day April 29, April 30, or May I fo r materials 
meeting guidelines (see below). Each collection vehicle will drive by ONLY 
ONCE. You do not need to be a cuscomer of SeaTac Disposal to participate. 

PLEASE FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS: 

• Materials must be sorted into the appropriate pi le . Separate pi les should be made 
for garbage, recyclables and yard waste; 

• Tires will not be picked up; 

• Materials must be placed in containers (i.e. bags, boxes, cans, etc .) and clearly 
labeled; 

• Materials must be placed at curbside no later than 7 a.m. on the day of service; 

• Yard waste must be bundled with natural fiber twine or placed in a labeled con
tainer, can, box, or biodegradable bag (plastic bags will not be picked up); 

• Yard waste containers/bundles must not exceed 3 feet in length, not weigh 
more than 60 pounds, and branches should not be more than 3 inches in 
diameter; 

• Recyclable materials are newspapers, magazines, junk mail , card
board, aluminu m, tin cans, glass beverage/food containers, plastic 
bottles with a & or & stamped on the bottom, and glass 
beverage/food containers; 

• Recycled glass (green, brown, and clear) bottJes and jars must be placed in a 
separate container from the other recyclables; 

• Special pickup of bulky items over 60 pounds must be prepaid 
(collection fee of $35 for refrigerators, freezers and air condi
tioners, and $ 15 for all other appliances or furn iture). Purchase a 
tag for pickup at Community Development, 805 S. 21 9th St., 
starting Apri l 6 and no later than April 23 . Call 206-878-8626 
with any questions. 

ABSOLUTELY NO HAZARDOUS WASTE ITEMS OR THEIR 
CONTAINERS will be collected. Hazardous waste inc ludes paints, solvents, pes
ticides, motor oil, antifreeze, batteries. Save these materials for drop-off at the 
Household Hazardous Wastemobi le. For a schedule call 206-296-4692 or 1-800-
RECYCLE. 

NO LOOSE MATERIAL OR HAZARDOUS WASTE WILL BE COLLECTED! 
For more information on the Spring Clean , call SeaTac Disposal Company 
at 253-872-7220. 

Des Moines 
Creek Trail Rules 

The Des Moines Creek Trail is an 
urban natura l a rea with s teep and 
densely for ested r avines th at follows 
t h e Des Moin es Creek . For your 
safety, please be alert and aware of 
your s urroundings at all times and 
r esp ect the righ ts of other park 
user s . Re port vandalism to Des 
Moines Pa rk and Recreation Depart 
ment 206-870-6527. Please observe 
t h e following park rules: 

• Park is closed from dusk to dawn 
• Park vehicles in designated parking 
areas, no parking after park is closed 
• Motorized vehicles are prohibited on trail 
• Trail speed is not to exceed safety and 
visibility conditions up to a maximum of 15 
MPH 
• Cyclists are required by law to wear 
safety helmets 
• Trail users s hall s tay to the right (in traf· 
fie lane) except when passing another 
user 
• Trail users shall give an audible warni 
signal (voice, bell, or hom) when passi 
another user 

• Trail users s hall yield to slower traffic 
• Tra il users are advised to travel in pairs 
when possible 
• Trail users shall obey pet leash and 
scoop provision law 
• Drug-free zone, drugs and alcoholic bev
e rages are prohibited 
• All fireworks are prohibited 
• All firearms or weapons of any kind pro
hibited 
• Removal and defacing of any city prop
erty is prohibited 
• Cutting, picking, or destruction of plant 
life is prohibited 
• Camping is prohibited 
• Use designated trash receptacles for 
refuse generated in park 
• Radios, stereos, similar volume devic 
s hall not be heard 20 feet from source 
• Fires are prohibited 



Spring Break Day Camp April 13 - 17 
Spring Break is corning and you 

don't know wh at you're going to do 
--ith your kids? Register them in the 
_pring Break Day Camp Program. 
Camp will be based out of the Field 
House, 1000 S. 220th St., and oper
ate daily from 7 am until 6 pro. Sign 
up for the week, or by the day! 

Kids can look forward to an all 
day Sports Clinic by SkyHawks 
Sports Academy, and four fun field 
trips into Seattle. Morning and 
afternoon snacks will be provided, 
but kids must bring lunch and a 
drink. T-shirts will be available for 
an additional charge (see below). 
Camp is open to children between 
the ages 5-14. 

Camp is limited to 50 kids. 
Scholarships a re not available for 
this program. Pre-registration is 

Camp K.H.A.O.S. 

required due to space availability 
and staffing ratios. Adult and par
ent volunteers are always welcome! 
For information and registration 
please stop by the Field House, 1000 
S. 220th St. or call (206) 870-6527. 

4/13-4/17 
4/13 
4/14 
4/15 
4/16 
4/17 

M-F $125.00 (Save $15) 
M $28.00 SkyHawks 
Tu $28.00 Seattle Funplex 
W $28.00 Science Center 
Th $28.00 Seattle Aquarium 
F $28.00 Space Needle 

Camp T-shirt $7.00 

(Kids Having An Outrageous Summer) 

Youth ages 5-14 are invited to join 
in the fun at the fifth annual Des 
Moines Park and Recreation 
Department's Swnmer Day Camp. 
Campers will participate in a variety 
of activities including arts & crafts, 
games, spor ts, hikes, swimming, 
music, dance, outdoor skills, field 
trips and more! Activities and excur
s ions are theme based and age 
appropriate. 

Camp is held at the Des Moines 
Beach Park, located at 22030 Cliff 
Avenue S. Camp is in session 
Monday through Friday from 7 am 
until 6 pm. Snacks are provided to 
all campers. The Camp K.H .A.O.S. 
staff consists of trained recreation 
leaders with a variety of skills and 
interests who have dedicated them
selves to making your child's camp 
experience a memorable one. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE 

Eleven weeks of s ummer day 
camp are available beginning on 

June 22 and continuing through 
September 4. At this time themes 
have not been assigned to weekly 
sessions. 

The weekly session fee is $90. A 
one-time camp registration fee of $9 
is required of all participants. All 
registered participants r eceive an 
official Camp K.H.A.O.S. t-shirt. 

Scholarships are available for 
those in need. Please contact the 
Park and Recreation Department for 
an application. Scholarships are 
made possible through the support of 
the Des Moines Rotary Club. 

Sessions must be paid for in full 
prior to the session start date. A $20 
deposit may be applied to hold spots 
for additional weeks. Deposits are 
transferable, but non-refundable. 
Remaining balances must be paid in 
full one week prior to the start of the 
session. Payment may be made by: 
Cash, Check or Visa/MC. Checks 
should be made payable to: City of 
Des Moines. Please call (206) 870-
6527 for more information and regis
tra tion. 

Summer sports 
camps offered 

The Des Moines 
Park & Recreation 
Department, in 
cooperation with 
SkyHawks Sports 
Academy, is offering 
summer sports 
camps for children 
ages 4 - 14. All 
camps are in session 
Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., except Mini 
Hawks, which is 9 a.m. - noon. New 
in 1998, SkyHawks is offering 
extended care for an additional fee 
before (7-9 a.m.) and after (3-6 p.m.) 
camps, except Mini Hawks and bas
ketball. 

Register for any of the following 
SkyHawks sports camps at the Park 
& Recreation Department adminis
trative office in the Field House, 
1000 S. 220th St. Please pre-register 
for all camps. There is a $10 Walk
On fee for day of registration. 
Scholarships are available through 
the SkyHawks Sports Academy 
Campership Fund; call 1-800-804-
3509 for information. 

• MINI HAWKS (ages 4-7) 
7/13-17& 8/17-21 $75 

• ROLLER HOCKEY (ages 7-14) 
7/20-24 $85 

• BASKETBALL (ages 7 -14) 
6/29-7/2 & 8/1 0 - 8/14 $82 

• BASEBALL (ages 6-12) 
7/27-31 $82 

• SOCCER (ages 6-14) 
7/13-17 & 8/17- 8/21 $82 

SPRING BOAT FAIR 
May 16 & 17 

10 a .m. - 5 p.m. 
Des Moines Marina 

• Classic Yachts 
• Marine Safety Fair 
• Marine Swap Meet 
• Trailered Boat Sale 

Ca/1206-878-7000 to reserve your spot to 
sell 



Des Moines IJniversitY 
1998 summer Quarter 

.... 
I 

J,; 

Classes are free 
and are held from 

7:00 - 9:00p.m. at the 
Council Chambers. 

Boating safety is for everyone! Learn some simple ways to ensure your safety while 
out on the water. 

The Des Moines Floatilla of the Coast Guard Auxiliary will be sharing tips on 
finding your way safely around the Puget Sound. 

J~ 1 - S0YUov w~ X')' -~ 
It is well documented that physical and psychological fitness is c1i t ical to aging 
" well". Join the staff at the Des Moines Senior Center for an overview of the vari ety 
of wellness programs available at the Des Moines Senior Center. T here will be 
informational handouts and demonstrations. They make well ness FUJ\1! 

J.; :" .. . .. . . . ... . .... . ... . . . .................... . .... . ................... .. ........ . .. . . ............. . . .... . .... .. .. ... . . 

t,i;"' PLEASE REGISTER ME FOR THE FOLLOWING CLASSES 

·~D 'i'-U:(~ 0 May 6- Boating Saf ety 0 July 1- S<nim· W<lln<s.< 

D June 3 -Navigation Aids 

ame Telephone umber 

Address City, State and Zip Code 

Please join us - even if you participated in these classes fast year! 
We will be sharing new ideas on these important topics. 

Please mai l or return this form to: Commw1ity Development, Attn: DMU 
805 South 2 19th Street 
Des Moines, WA 98198 

or call DeAnn at (206) 878-8626 



DES MOINES SENIOR CENTER 

~otorcycle rally 
for seniors 
planned May 13 

In recognition of May as Older 
Americans Month and the week of 
May 11-15 a National Senior Center 
Week, the Des Moines Senior Center 
is participating in a Motorcycle 
Rally on Wednesday, May 13. 

Older motorcycle riders from all 
over South King County will join 
together to ride to 11 southend 
Senior Centers to celebrate our 
active, busy senior centers. 

If you or a friend are interested in 
finding out more about the Road 
Rally, please call Des Moines Senior 
Center (206-878-1642.) Don't wait ... 

Des Moines seniors enjoyed last year's 
motorcycle rally. 

the Rally is limited to 55 riders (the 
official age at which we a re "older 
adults.") 

Health promotion program offered 
The Des Moines Senior Center is 

roviding a new, evidence-based pro
gram for seniors with chronic condi
tions, called the Health Enhance
ment Program (HEP). Offered in 
partnership with Northshore Senior 
Center/Senior Services, HEP will be 
available in April. It is a compre
hensive health promotion program 
which includes an init ial assess
ment, personal guidance and train
ing to improve health and function, 
ongoing support for effective health 
behaviors, and access to a wide vari
ety of community resources. 

The health enhancement pro-

gram study showed a 38% reduction 
in hospital admissions; a 72% 
reduction in the number of days hos
pitalized, and improved functioning. 

The HEP team at the senior cen
ter consists of a registered nurse, a 
socia l worker, and volunteer health 
mentors, who support and encour
age the program enrollees as they 
commit to a health action plan. The 
HEP program is designed for partic
ipants 55 and older, who have one or 
more chronic conditions, and are not 
homebound. For more information 
call the Des Moines Senior Center, 
206-878-1642. 

Senior Wellness Fair planned April 28 
The Des Moines Senior Center 

invites the public to its third annual 
Senior Wellness Fair on Tuesday, 
April 28th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Des Moines Field House, 1000 S. 
220th St. 

The fair will focus on self-aware
ness, health, and fitness. 
Participants will receive important 
information and tips th at can 
improve their lifestyle. Booths will 

be set up for the opportunity to par
ticipate in several different health 
and fitness screening·s, as well as 
enjoy healthy snacks provided by the 
many different sponsors. There will 
be drawings for door prizes every 30 
minutes, as well as healthy, fun class 
demonstrations that will surely keep 
you entertained . 

Call the Senior Center at 206-
878-1642 for more details. 

New offices replacing 
old police building 

The former police station next to 
City Hall on 11th Avenue South will 
be torn down, with a new 6,000 
square foot office building taking its 
place. The new offices will house the 
City's Community Developmen t 
Department and the Legal 
Department. 

The City considered renovating 
the building but determined that it 
would be more cost efficient to tear it 
down and build a new facility. Since 
t he bu i lding was originally con
structed as a police facility, remodel
ing would be difficult and expensive. 
The Police Department last summer 
moved to the new Police Services 
Center a block south on 11th Avenue 
South. 

The Community Services Depart
ment has been situated in a former 
medical office at 805 South 219th 
Street for nearly two years, and the 
Legal Department staff works in 
offices at City Hall. Municipal Court 
will still be held in Council 
Chambers, although Court will be 
temporarily relocated during con
struction of the office building. The 
temporary site will be announced 
later. 

Some exterior modifications will 
be made to City Hall so all buildings 
in the City complex will match archi
tecturally. Construction of the new 
building will begin this spring and 
be completed in early 1999. The $1.6 
million project is being funded 
through councilmanic bonds, which 
are repaid from the City's general 
fund. There are no new taxes or fees 
being imposed to pay for the project. 

Building Safety Week 
Building Safety Week, observed 

April 5-11, 1998, promotes the use 
and understanding of construction 
and building codes worldwide. The 
City of Des Moines building depart
ment, 805 S. 219th St., has available 
brochures, booklets, and videos on 
building safety. 



AIRPORT COMMUNITIES COALITION 

Challenges to proposed runway continue 

The City of Des Moines, along with other member s of the Airport 
Communities Coali- tion (ACC), continues to vigorously pursue legal 
and administra tive challenges to the Port of Seattle's approval of a 

third runway at Sea-Tac Airport. From the outset , the ACC has ar gued t hat 
the Port cannot build a third runway unless t he project is consistent with the 
comprehensive plans of the surrounding comm unities - including all of the 
cities in t he ACC. The ACC contends that, at the very least , the require
ments of the Growth Management Act (GMA) should mean that the Port 
would have to implement a significant package of measures to mitigate the 
major impacts of the third runway on all aspects of the environment. Last 
year, the ACC filed lawsuits in state court against both the Port and Puget 
Sound Regional Council (PSRC) based on this premise. 

In J anuary, Superior Court Judge Robert Alsdorf ruled that the PSRC, as 
a regional planning agency, did not h ave an obligation to ensure that the Port 
implemented suitable mitigation measures to address the noise, water and 
air quality, t raffic congestion, and other environmental and community 
impacts of the third runway. That decision clears the way for the court to 
address the extent of the Port's responsibilit ies to make its airport expansion 
plan s consistent with local compreh ensive plans. In June, the ACC will go 
to trial on all of its complaints against the Port, including a challenge to t he 
Port's Hearing Examiner 's conclusion that the Environmental Impact 
Statements prepared by the Port did not violate the Stat e Environmental 
Policy Act. 

In the int erim, the Port filed petitions with the Cent ral Puget Sound 
Growth Management Hearings Board seeking to overturn major portions of 
the ACC cities' comprehensive plans. So far, t he Port has acted against Des 
Moines and Burien, but th e other ACC cities may be targeted in the coming 
year. Last summer, the Growth Management Hearings Board struck down 
two minor sections of Des Moines' comprehensive plan. That decision will be 
appealed as part of the overall lawsuit against t he Port sch eduled for a June 
hearing. The ACC, in turn, has filed a challenge to the comprehensive plan 
amendments adopted by the City of SeaTac which appear to facilitate the 
construction of the third runway. It is hoped that these actions will lead to 
court rulings directing the Port to bring its Airport plans into compliance 
with t hE' comprehensive plans of the cities in the vicinity of the Airport . 

On another front, t he ACC filed a lawsuit in federal court against the 
Federal Aviation Administration requesting that the agency's approval of the 
Environmental Impact Statements be overturned based on violations of sev
eral federal laws. The ACC is presently filing legal briefs , but the case will 
not be heard until sometim e next year. Th e ACC also submitted comments 
on the Port 's applications for permits under federal and state clean water 
laws. In part, as a result of our efforts, the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers agreed to re-issue its notice requesting comments on the Port's 
application to fi ll wetlands, and also to h old a public hearing. The hearing 
will allow the ACC and other community representatives t o add information 
into the record which might prove useful to a potential future challenge, if a 
permit is issued to allow th e Port to fill wetlands. 

The development of a third runway at Sea-Tac Airport is far from a fore
gone conclusion. There are a number of additional legal and administrative 
challenges which the ACC is studying, and no reasonable effort 
or initiative will be overlooked or ignor ed. 

Protect your vehicle 
from th eft and vandalis 

The Des Moines Police Department 
offers these tips to protect your vehi
cle from theft and vandalism: 

• Take a minute t o 
lock up you vehicle 
whenever you leave it . 
Close all windows and 
make sure the trunk 
and all door s a re 
locked. 

• Park your vehicle in a well-lit 
area. When at home, if you park 
your car in a garage, make sure that 
the garage door is closed. 

• Do not leave valuables in plain 
view. If you must leave packages, 
clothing or other articles in the car, 
make sure they ar e out of sight. 
Impor tan t identification papers or 
credit cards should never be left in 
the glove compartment . 

• Cellular phones are a popular ta
get for thieves. When leaving yo 
vehicle unattended, take your phone 
with you or lock it in the trunk. 
(Thieves sometimes watch parking 
areas for people packing valuable 
items in their vehicle trunks. So be 
a lert and aware of your surround
ings.) 

• Consider installing an anti-theft 
option such as a steering column 
lock, alarms, switches that interrupt 
the fuel or electronic systems. Many 
insurance companies offer reduced 
rates to owners who install security 
devices. 

• If your vehicle is broken into or 
stolen report it to t he police immedi
ately. Your quick action may aid in 
the recovery of your vehicle and pre
vent its use for illegal purposes. 

The Des Moines Community 
Service Unit is available to assist 
residents in their crime prevention 
efforts . Citizens interested in sta 
ing a Block Watch in t heir neighb• 
hood or who would like a courtesy 
security survey of their home or 
business can call (206) 878-3301. 



SURFACE WATER NEWS 
7th Ave. between 236th & 239th St. Drainage Project 
Over 1 ,000 feet of drainage piping and 800 feet of extruded curbing will be 
placed to collect the water from 7th Avenue and direct it to the existing 
storm system along South 239th, which outfalls to Puget Sound. The exist
ing drainage along the east side (upper) of 7th has a very shallow slope 
and tends to clog with sediment and debris. Currently, there are no 
drainage facilities on the west side (lower) of 7th Avenue. Runoff from the 
lower section is now directed down private systems that are undersized or 
sheet flows across private properties. This has been a major concern for 
properties that are vulnerable to erosion and landsliding along the Puget 
Sound bluffs. Minor modifications will be made to the drainage on 239th to 
accommodate the additional flows. This project is being coordinated with 
the 7th Avenue pavement overlay project and the ~ocal Improvement 
District (LID) for undergrounding the utilities in the area. 

Massey Creek - 1Oth Ave. Culvert Replacement Project 
Orig inally scheduled for last summer, the replacement of the existing creek 
culvert located at the six-legged intersection of Kent-Des Moines Road, 
1Oth Avenue and 230th Street is now scheduled for construction this sum
mer. This project involves a total reconstruction and realignment of the 
intersection into two separate intersections (see figure below). The new 
'iersections will be separated by over 150 feet, which will provide better 
~ht distance for traffic entering Kent-Des Moines Road. Curbs, gutters 
and sidewalks and street lighting will also be included at the two intersec
tions. The road area between the intersections wi ll be removed and 
restored as an open stream channel. The existing corrugated metal culvert 
is currently undersized and submerged on the downstream end. During 
peak storms, water backs up and floods the intersection and the nearby 
properties. This project will replace the existing culvert with two large 20-
foot by 5-foot concrete culverts (one for each new intersection) that are 
capable of handling a 1 00-year storm event. 
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North Hi ll Trunkline 

Project- Phase 1 

This project is the first phase of a major 
storm trunkline replacement that 
includes the installation of over 2,300 
feet of drainage pipe starting from 4th 
Place and South 204 Street and 
extending to South 199th Street (see 
figure below). The second phase, 
scheduled for 2000, wil l continue the 
trunkline replacement along South 
199th and under 1st Avenue. The 
existing drainage, which is undersized 
and has very shallow slopes, will be 
replaced with new larger 18-inch and 
21-inch diameter piping. In addition, 
new drainage will be placed within 4th 
Place to alleviate the frequent flooding 
that occurs there . On 4th Place, a new 
pipe system will replace the existing 
ditches and connect to the Trunkline 
Project on 4th Avenue South. This pro
ject is being coordinated with a Local 
Improvement District (LID) for paving 
4th Place between 204th and 202nd 
Street. 



CITY COUNCIL 

Gary Towe Don Wasson Scoll Thomasson 
Mayor 

Terry Brazil 
Mayor Pro Tem 

Dave Kaplan 
Council member 

Raben Sheckler 
Council member 

Dan Sherman 
Council member Councilmember Councilmember 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS, fiRST QUARTER 1998 
Passed the following ordinances: 

• Ord. 1204 adopting 1997 
Comprehensive Plan and Growth 
Board Amendments. 

• Ord. 1205 adopting 1998 City 
Budget. 

Passed the followmg resolutions: 

• Res. 840 regarding sales tax 
equalization. 

• Elected Mayor a nd Mayor Pro 
Tern until the 1st Council meet
ing of the year 2000: 
Scott Thomasson, Mayor 
Terry Brazil, Mayor Pro Tem 

Awarded the following con
tracts I agreements I bids: 

• Inte rlocal with City of 
Normandy Park for S enior 
Services. 

• Marina Seawall Rehabi li
tation Project to Diamaco, Inc. for 
$258,871, plus 10% contingency. 

CITY OF DES MOINES 
2 1630 II th Avenue South 
Des Moines, WA 98 I 98 

• Professional engineering 
design services for the 1998 
Arterial Maintenance Project to 
Harding Lawson Associates 
Infras tructure for $25 ,987.24, 
plus 10% contingency. 

• Consulting services for devel
opment of the Marina Master 
Plan to Makers Architecture and 
Urban Design for $42,167. 

• lnterlocal with City of 
Federal Way regarding Federal 
Way's assumpt ion of Lakehaven 
Utility District. 

• Memorandum of Under
standing with King Counly 
regarding disposal of severe 
storm debris. 

• Contract for construction of 
the Des Moines Creek Trail 
Project Phase I, Part B Connector 
Trails to Northwest Trails, Inc. in 
the amount of $69,982.93, plus 
10% contingency. 

ECRWSS 

• Upgrade of the Marina Fuel 
Facility to Marcor Construction 
in the amount of $291,440, plus a 
10% contingency. 

• Interlocal Agreement with 
King County, City of SeaTac and 
Port of Seattle to share costs to 
conduct specific activities to 
implement the Des Moines Creek 
Basin Plan. The total cost share 
fo r Des Moines not to exceed 
$53,250. 

• Approved sale of $1,230,000 
of General Qb]jgation bonds to 
finance land purchases for a 
future senior center and recre
ation fields with the senior cen
ter's portion of the debt to be 
repaid by Community Deve lop
ment Block Grant funds to the 
extent they are available. 

• Confirmed City Manager's 
appointment of Albert M. Raines 
as the new Des Moines Municipal 
Court Judge. 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

Upcoming 
Events 

April14 
Neighbomood Meetmg, Cecil 
B. Powell Park 

April23 
City Council Review of Traffic 
Calming Measures 

April 28-May 1 
Spring Clean-up 

May 14 
City Council Public Hearing 
on 1999 Block Grant 
Program Policies 

May 16-17 
Spring Boat Fair - Des 
Moines Marina 

June 11 
City Counc•l Public Hearing 
on 6-Year Transportation 
Improvement Plan 
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